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Judiciary Committee

| am a Llcensed Clinical Psychologlst who has spent close to 30 years workIng with victims of crimes.
These indlviduals gften find tha erlminal Justice system to be daunting. Already overwhelmed by the
criminal act, they often fael revictlmized as they struggle to get through court proceedings. It has
bacome clear, that while our Judicial system Is composed of many wonderful, compassionate and well
tralnad individuals, there remaln far too many [nstances whers victims remaln unprotected. In order to
provide appropriate non blased services to vietims, it Is clear that the OVA must remaln an Independent
body. Only by remaining Independent of other state agencles will they be free to identlfy systemic 1ssues
and improve identlflad problems.

| alsp belleva that Including a number of individuals, who have been victimized by crimes, on the Board
of the OVA would graatly increase Its ability to be effective, Only these victims can provide a true
perspectlve of the services being offered, Thelr Input s unlgue and invaluable.

The name Office of tha Vlctim Advocate 1s often confusing, Many Individuals believe that the OVA and
the Office of Victim Services In the Judiclal Branch are one In the same, | belleve changlng the nama of
the OVA to the proposed name of Office far Crime Victlm's Rights ellminates this confusion and more
clearly Indigates the true function of the OVA.
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